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GLEANINGS FROM AMERICAN ART CENTERS. 

Forty painting's have been presented to the National Gallery of 
Art, Washington, by William T. Evans of Montclair, N. J., and will be 
known as the "Evans collection." The value of the collection is esti- 
mated at $100,000, and it includes works by George Inness, Homer Mar- 
tin, Alexander H. Wyant and John H. H. Trachtman, and by these 
living painters: Winslow Homer, Ralph Albert Blakelock, Louis Paul 
Dessar, Henry W. Ranger, J. Francis Murphy and John La Farge. 
Since the decision of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia 
giving to the Smithsonian Institution the right to use the name "Na- 
tional Gallery of Art" for its art department, international attention has 
been attracted to this feature of the institution. The Freer collection, con- 
taining a number of Whistler's works, is one of the notable bequests re- 
ceived by the National Gallery. Since the initial gift, Charles D. Wal- 
cott, secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, received a letter from Mr. 
Evans, advising him of the decision to add ten more pictures to the 
original list. Much to the gratification of the officials of the National 
Gallery, which was established in connection with the institution months 
ago, Mr. Evans also says that other additions to the collection given by 
him may be expected from time to time. Mr. Evans' letter is as fol- 
lows: "In order to make a creditable showing in the large atrium of 
the Corcoran Gallery of Arts, I have increased the number of paintings 
constituting my initial gift to the National Gallery, as you will see by 
the list herewith. I have every reason to believe that you will like my 
selections, but should any of the examples not hold up well, others can 
be substituted, as it is my desire to have every artist represented at 
his best. As already intimated, I intend that the present gift may not 
be considered as final. Additions may be made from time to time 
as opportunities occur to secure exceptional works. ' ' 
<£ The prize cover competition held by the Woman's Home Companion, 
in which cash prizes aggregating $3,500 were offered for five cover de- 
signs, is concluded. The jury, consisting of Sir Casper Purdon Clarke, 
director of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Robert J. Collier, of Col- 
lier's Weekly, Will H. Low, Alexander W. Drake, of the Century Mag- 
azine, and I. H. Chapin of Scribner's Magazine, awarded the prizes as 
follows: First prize, $1,500, E. Stetson Crawford; second prize, $1,000, 
Louise Cox ; third prize, $500, IT. C. Wall ; fourth prize, $250, Blanche 
Greer; and fifth prize, $250, Herman Pfeifer. More than four thousand 
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designs were submitted during the competition, a number coming from 
England, France, Japan, Canada and the West Indies. The competi- 
tion was conducted on extremely simple lines, there being no restriction 
as to sex, nationality or creed. The number of colors and the medium 
of expression were left to the artist, the only stipulation being that each 
design should be made in proper proportions to reduce to the magazine 
cover size of 10 inches by 14% inches. The Woman's Home Compan- 
ion's cover design contest is notable inasmuch as it affords the first in- 
stance where a single prize of $1,500 has been offered for similar art 
work. 

<£ The second public competitive art exhibition is being held at Water- 
town, N. Y., and it is under the direction of the Municipal Improvement 
League of that city. The collection of 22 pictures has been gathered by 
the New York painter, Charles Frederick Naegele, who in a note in the 
catalogue states that ' ' primarily it is an educational proposition in which 
the people take an active part to build their own public collection with a 
small outlay, " and further, "the aim is also to create a broad interest 
in art." The plan followed is that of an admission fee of ten cents. en- 
titling the visitor to a vote and this money is used to purchase one or 
more paintings according to this popular choice for the municipal art 
gallery. 

<* Advice from Manchester, N. I!., says that Mrs. Hannah A. Currier is 
to give her fortune of $1,000,000 for the establishment of a gallery of 
art in that city at her death. The estate will be left with trustees she has 
already named. With this large sum of money it is expected that the 
gallery will be the largest in New England and will compare favorably 
with the most extensive and elaborate in the United States. Mrs. Currier 
is now nearly 80 years old and although in apparent good health, she has 
mapped out the plans that she intends shall be carried out after her 
death. 

<* Report from Springfield, Mass., says that the $1,250,000 residence of 
th£ late Daniel B. Wesson, the multi-millionaire revolver manufacturer, 
will be deeded to the city of Springfield for an art gallery. James P. 
Gray, a retired New Yorker, who died in 1904, willed the city $500,000 
for art works, provided a building was procured before 1909. The Wes- 
son mansion is noted for its exquisitely carved staircases and will make 
a beautiful museum when it has been properly altered for the purpose. 
** Although action was taken some time ago, it has just transpired that 
the Sheridan statue commission has formally rejected the model made 
by J. Q. A. Ward, the New York sculptor, of an equestrian statue of 
General Philip T. Sheridan which it is designed to erect in Washington. 
This matter has been under consideration for many years, but various 
circumstances prevented final action by the commission until recently. 
<* On March 2d the New York Public Library's tenth exhibition of 
American work opened in the print galleries, Lenox Library Building. 
Most of the nine preceding shows were devoted to individual artists; 
two were general exhibits of wood-engravings and etchings respectively. 
Since these were held, the Library has again considerably increased its 
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collection of prints by contemporary American artists. From these new 
accessions examples by each artist have been chosen to form a repre- 
sentative exhibition. Completer collections of the works of these artists 
— as well as of those represented in former exhibitions — can be studied 
in the print room on the floor below. In an exhibition of this kind, no 
one tendency or school is emphasized, and various reproductive processes 
are represented. On the other hand, such a show illustrates in an inter- 
esting manner the various tendencies, subjects and media affected at a 
given time in a given country. 

<£ In view of the fact that the will of the late Stephen Salisbury of 
Worcester bequeathing several million dollars to the Worcester Art Mu- 
seum, has just been sustained by the Massachusetts Supreme Court, it 
is interesting to note that since October, 1905, over $20,000 has been 
spent by the Museum for paintings by American artists. These include 
"The Venetian Blind/' by E. C. Tarbell ; "October Sunshine." by B. A. 
Blakelock; "Woman Bathing, " by John La Farge: "Late Autumn in 
New England,'' by J. J. Enneking: "The Alban Hills," by George Ill- 
ness : "The Fortune Teller," by J. S. Copley; while the most recent ac- 
quisitions are "The North Atlantic," by C. II. Woodbury, and "Suona- 
tore," by John La Farge. 
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